
Remarks by Ron Brown at the Dedication of a Bench in Memory of Spencer C. Brookes II, 

Opening of the Wilton Riverwalk Stony Brook Trail, June 13, 2021 

 

Spencer Charles Brookes II was an integral part of the Wilton community since 1965. In the Town Report 

for that year, we read:  

“Mr. Spencer Brookes II, a graduate of Ricker College in Houlton, Maine, with a year of experience at 

Gorham High School in Maine, was hired to teach Mathematics.”  

Later in that same town report, we find:  

“In new areas of development, Mr. Spencer Brookes of the Mathematics Department has instituted a 

student-aid program which other teachers have followed.” 

It goes on to outline the specifics of the program. Spencer was already working to help people in the 

community. Later in his long career, Spencer went on to teach at Mascenic and North Middlesex 

Regional High Schools.  

During and after his long teaching career, Spencer was an active participant in the life of Wilton and 

served as a library trustee, a member of the Budget Committee,  

a member and chair of the Conservation Commission, and a worker in the community garden. He was 

also a volunteer for the American Red Cross and was sent to work as a trainer at disasters including 9/11 

and Hurricane Katrina. I remember getting updates from Mary Ellen on the latest destination for “The 

Master of Disaster.”  

Conservation and the environment were always in the forefront of Spencer’s volunteer efforts. While on 

the Conservation Commission, he partnered with the Forest Society to conserve the beautiful 141-acre 

McGettigan parcel.  He was also a member of the Souhegan Valley Land Trust and the Big Tree 

Committee. Through Extension programs, he qualified as an Advanced Master Gardener and Tree 

Steward.  

But it wasn’t just the big projects, it was the fine details. If you look in the archives of local papers, you’ll 

see letters to the editor warning of the rising risk of global warming, long before the term was adjusted 

to global climate change. One of my favorite stories was from the Boston Globe on June 7, 2007, 

concerning the partnership of New Hampshire agencies and the Audubon Society in performing a 

dragonfly count.  

“Spencer Brookes of Wilton said he is a member of the Souhegan River Local Advisory Committee. He 

said he considers the group the "eyes and ears of the river," and thought it would be "fun and 

fascinating to be able to look out at the river and identify what's there." 

Doesn’t that sound like a teacher? 



On a personal note, I felt an immediate rapport with Spencer and Mary Ellen when I first met them. 

Transplanted Mainers always have a way of finding each other. Spencer was welcoming and personable 

and always had a twinkle in his eye, like he had something both amusing and important to tell you. He 

was as sharp as a tack and I found it impossible to talk with him and not learn something.  

In a nutshell, Spencer loved people and he loved nature. What gave him particular joy was putting the 

two together for the benefit of both. So, whether it’s a warm summer morning with dragonflies 

skimming over the water, a fall day with color splashed across the banks of Stoney Brook, a clear, 

unbearably bright day after a snowstorm, or a spring day when the brook is roaring with snowmelt, 

come sit on this bench and see the world through Spencer’s eyes. 

I’d like you to join with me, Mary Ellen, and their children Anna and Ned in dedicating this bench to the 

memory of Spencer Charles Brookes II. 


